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Comic by Trishelle Weed 

   OMMS Starts 2018: New Year New Goals 
  By Chloe Weed 
  
       With Springtime just around the corner, have you set any new  
  goals? If not, it is not too late to start. Yes, goal-setting is very hard to 
  commit to. We find ourselves so often caught up in the spin of things  
  that we don’t think about early goals set in the beginning of the year. 
  whether it is getting better grades, learning something new or having  
  a better attitude, it takes commitment to actually achieve any goals at 
  all. There are many ways to achieve set goals; and if you don’t have 
  any goals set, there are many goals that could apply to you. This year 
  could be your very best! But, don’t worry, as long as you work little by 
  little, your year doesn’t have to turn out exactly as planned. In order to 
  improve you, you should practice skills that will lead to success. 
      This past year was long, full of new and great achievements; and un- 
  foreseen losses. We were burdened with loads of work and obstacles; 
  and how we quickly forgot our much anticipated new goals and re- 
  treated back into old daily routines. It is not a surprise that our goals 
  were lost in the ever churning thoughts in our minds. It happens every  
  year. This past year was no exception; millions of resolutions went 
  unfulfilled. Our world’s population always goes back to the same  
  rhythm. Question is, will the same thing happen this year? 
       A man named Benjamin Mays says, “The tragedy of life doesn’t lie 
  in Not reaching your goals, the tragedy lies in Not having goals to  
  reach.” Mr. Mays’ point: If you don’t have goals, even the simplest of 
  them, you will never have the satisfaction of completing them. So to 
  reach your goals first determine which goals you truly intend to stride 
  towards. If you know you can’t commit then set a simple goal like 
  aspiring to make it a great year. That’s simple. One useful tactic is to 
  make your goal a competition. Most people are more likely to reach a  
  goal if they have someone to reach it with. This is mostly because  
  humans can be competitive by nature. A teammate can hold you 
  accountable to your goal and ensure you don’t get behind, and you 
  can do the same for them.  Remember, move toward your goal little by 
  little. Make plans to work on your goal weekly and see how it goes  
  from there. Note that just because you commit  yourself to do  
  



 

 Photo by B. Faison 
 7th graders shop with PRIDE pays during  
 OMMS Holiday Bazaar.  

 Photo by R. Beeman 
 STEM 8 Students had to help Mrs. Hartman 
 take down the beloved Change Maker 8  
 Planetarium because of AAC Fire Marshall.. 

 Photo by R. Beeman 
 STEM 8 students listen to tour guide during  
 field trip to Maryland’s State Capital, Annapolis.

 Photo by L. Wooden 
 ChangeMaker 8 Disaster Squad Team of Ian 
 Chaplin and August Goodman raise money for 
 their project during OMMS Talent Showcase. 

  
  Something doesn’t mean you will accomplish it. You have to put in  
  the work.  
      So will this year be different? Maybe. Maybe not. Everything that 
  may have brought you down, distracted, or discouraged you is now in 
  the past. While hard to reach, nothing is  impossible. It’ll all come back 
  to those who strive for change. Hoping that this article has proved to be 
  adequate advice. Even as the year has progressed.  
 
  

STEM has had a Full Schedule this Winter! 
 
   By Toby Tolle and Chloe Weed 
  
       The STEM 6 students traveled to the Maryland Science Center on  
  February 23, 2018 in order to see the IMAX movie Dream Big. After the 
  movie the students participated in the Let’s Get Techy interactive ex- 
  ibit at the University of Maryland Baltimore Campus.  
       Ms. Cassell and Ms. Jackson’s STEM 7 field trip on February 6,2018
  to the Maryland Science Center was a fun time for all.  Students got to  
  participate in a virtual reality program during the computer section. 
  Students were excited to be able to eat lunch in the college’s cafeteria. 
  Afterwards, the students participated in Design Day where they looked 
  at all the inventions. Students then voted on their favorite design and  
  inventions. Design day was truly incredible. The staff was very excited 
  to answer all the questions STEM 7 had. Then on Saturday February 
  24th,STEM 7 took a trip to the U.S. Naval Academy in the morning, 
  and then attended the Eastport Marine Trades Expo at Annapolis High 
  school. Both Central and Lindale Middle Schools STEM 7 students 
  attended the Expo. Capt. McGrath, who is a Navy Test Pilot and an 
  Naval Academy Professor, was an amazing escort and STEM 7 parent 
  (he is the father of Zach McGrath). 
      On Tuesday, February 13th, STEM 8 students traveled to the 
  Maryland Science Center to see the Dream Big film, and to participate 
  various hands-on exhibits. Our STEM 8 students have also been very 
  busy working on their ChangeMaker projects. Cohort 3’s ChangeMaker 
  projects focus on animal abuse, homelessness, and environmental  
  problems. One obstacle for ChangeMaker students working with the 
  environment is that most have to hold off their building until the weather 
  gets warmer, which could potentially back up their projects. As far as 
  updates go, here are some of our teams’ updates: “My ChangeMaker 
  group is about bullying. We are trying to prevent bullying at Old Mill  
  Middle South.  We are now trying to make some anti-bullying posters to 
  hang around the school. These posters are going to have the effects of 
  bullying and anti-bullying slogans.”  Some ChangeMaker groups 
  participated in the OMMS Talent Showcase Night on March 1, 2018. 
  They set up their various tables, introduced their community-based 
  projects to the OMMS community of parents and future students. 
  Students were trying to raise money for the various charities their 
  projects are hoping to help. The STEM 8 Showcase students were 
  very proud of their efforts to make our Millersville community of 
  neighbors aware of their activism, and efforts to help the homeless and 
  the various other community-based nonprofits in our area. 
  



 

 Photo by R. Beeman 
 STEM 8 Jonas Drgos works on his Literary 
 Ornament during Art Club. 

 Photo by L. Wooden 
 STEM 7 Kayla Tran works with her team during
 science class in the design and construction of 
 their Rube Goldberg machine. 

 Photo by R. Beeman 
 Damari Stansbury and other STEM 8 students 
 listen to tour guide during their LOC and Folger 
 Shakespeare Library visit in February 2018. 

Photo by R. Beeman 
Inside the LOC Public Reading Room 
 

  
 UPCOMING STEM EVENTS 

 
   Apr 6         STEM 7 Trip to Newseum and National Monuments, Wash. DC 

    Apr 6         STEM 6 Easy as Pie Math Visit to Engineers Club 

    Apr 6         STEM 6 Discover Northrop Grumman Presentation 

    Apr 7          TSA Competition & SeaPerch Competition 

    Apr 14       STEM 7 Robert Indiana Exhibit 

    Apr 8         US Science and Engineering Festival, DC Convention Center 

    Apr 16       ChangeMaker Team Final Presentations for Scoring 

    Apr 17        STEM Art to National Art Gallery 

    Apr 18       STEM 8 to Masonville Cove/Arnold Aquifer 

    Apr 21       STEM 6 Air & Space, Dulles 

    Apr 24       STEM 8 ChangeMaker Expo 

    Apr 28      University of Maryland Celebrates Maryland Day 

    May 1        STEM 8 Social Studies to Gettysburg, PA 

    June 11    STEM 8 Reflection Day & Picnic @ Sandy Point State Park 

   
 
 

 OMMS STEM 8 Take a Trip to Washington, DC and 
Discover the Library of Congress!  

 
  By Chloe Weed 
 
     The STEM 8 students were indulged on a trip to the most famous  
  library of our nation. On Thursday, February 1st and Friday, February 
  2nd, 2018, STEM eighth graders spent the day in Washington, DC.  
  This was a day of excitement and immense beauty. Students were in  
  awe as they were guided through the most well-known collection of  
  books and history in our country.   While at the library these lucky 
  students went through tunnels, explored the libraries, and even got to 
  look through Thomas Jefferson’s own personal library. When students 
  walked through the main entry they were dazzled by the beauty and  
  allure. While being led through the ever popular reading rooms where 
  they gazed in fascination at the Nation’s largest and most historical 
  reading room filled with hundreds of years of information. Students  
  peered up at beautiful sculptures representing all the branches of 
  science, and were lectured about the importance of each.  Afterwards, 
  a knowledgeable librarian led the students throughout the entire library, 
  through underground tunnels that our congressmen, senators, and 
  library personnel use as well. The students ended up in the Madison 
  building where they at lunch. This building is where the Motion Picture, 
  Prints and Photographs, and Recording Arts divisions are housed. 
      Historically, the Library of Congress was built to accompany all in- 
  dividuals no matter how young, what race, or your class, everyone was 
  allowed to study there. It was the first place built to have electricity,  
  allowing people to come after a long day of work and darkness for  
  some peace and light. The library’s builders and founders were very  
  Pro-freedom and many of the features throughout the library, including 
  Dubai hats, which were proudly placed above many windows. These  
  hats represent freed slaves’ freedom. The library’s design holds many 
  



 
 
 

 Photo by R. Beeman 
 Inside a corridor of  the LOC Jefferson Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Photo by B. Faison 
 7th Graders choice of gifts at the Holiday  
 Bazaar. 
 
 
 

 Photo by B. Faison 
 Gift table of items for cooking enthusiasts. 
 
 
 
 

  
  meanings, with almost every feature representing some cultural aspect. 
  The library was built mainly by foreign immigrants with many skills, 
  such as tiling, sculpting, and carving. The architecture was Roman 
  inspired. The founders certainly had their influence on the library and its 
  rich history is something to admire. 
       STEM 8 also journeyed up the street from the Library of Congress to 
  visit the Folger Shakespeare Library where they looked at all the new 
  paintings that were part of the Shakespeare exhibit. Student were told 
  the history of Shakespeare, and the library’s founders. Students were 
  also told why the library is so important.  
       STEM 8 students were not only shown beautiful libraries, they were 
  shown and made to appreciate the importance of a library. Libraries 
  have held that connection to history and knowledge since beginning of 
  civilization, and having been able to visit one of the most important 
  libraries in the world was a great thrill. 
 
 
 
 

The OMMS School Biz! 
 

Holiday Bazaars! Robotic Competitions! Spelling 
Bees! “MathCounts” Competitions! All County 

Musicians! Our Dance Company! OMMS Students 
Stay Positively Busy! 

  
  By Brandon Faison and Raymond Smith  
 
      A lot has been happening here at OMMS during the Winter season. 
  Looking back from Christmas Break to our upcoming Cyber Defender 
  Showcase Saturday on March 17, 2018, OMMS students have 
  participated in our annual Holiday Bazaar, we’ve had a few snow days,  
  we’ve had emergency drills, and a Scholastic Book Fair.  
  
       Let’s look back at the Holiday Bazaar. The Holiday Bazaar was a  
  cheerful time this year. During lunch and Patriot Period, students were 
  allowed to venture into the Large Group Instruction Room which had  
  been transformed into a shopping store. Eighth graders got to go first  
  since they have first lunch, then the sixth graders,and finally the  
  seventh graders. Unfortunately, everything good was gone by the time 
  the seventh graders got there. Luckily, there were other things to do at 
  the bazaar.  There was cookie making with a sprinkle station with the  
  choices of vanilla, chocolate, lemon, green crystals and rainbow 
  colored sprinkles. The only downside was that there was one cookie 
  per person. 
  
     We can’t forget the FLL Robotics Competition that took place  
  January 21st, 2018.  On a cold Sunday morning our team of both  
  STEM and general ed students, who are technology enthusiasts, 
  competed in both a Lego Robotics event, and for inventing a grey water 
  



 Photo by L. Wooden 
 Colin Hornsby practices before competition. 

Photo by Mrs. Flaherty 
FLL Robotics team with Sponsors, Mr. Flaherty 
and Mr. McCullough outside the competition. 

 Ms. Chester’s Chorus classes attend the All- 
 County Chorus Competition in early March  
 2018. 

 Photo by L. Wooden 
 Ms. Stoller’s Dance students perform briefly 
 during the Talent Showcase 2018. 
 

  
  based toilet that runs on recycled sink and laundry water. Those  
  students competIng were sixth graders Aubrey Kirchner, Colin Hornsby,
  seventh graders Jake Clark, Portia Flaherty, Isiah Mendy, eighth 
  graders Lily McCullough, and Andrew Merico. The students received an 
  Honorable Mention for both competitions. Congratulations to all! 
  
      This school years’ Spelling Bee began upon our return from Winter  
  Break. The Sponsor of the “BEE” is 7th grade language On Thursday, 
  January 4th, 2018 six OMMS students met in Ms. Jordan’s room during 
  IF period. They were 6th grader, Jeremiah Medlin, 7th grader, Brandon 
  Faison (this very reporter), and 8th graders, Mary Dean, Demilade  
  Kayode, Albert Russell, and Chris Smith. Of all of us, 8th grader Albert 
  Russell made it to the Anne Arundel County Spelling Bee contest.  
  Albert was unfortunately eliminated in the fifth round of competing on 
  February 24th, 2018. We here at Old Middle South congratulate 8th  
  grader Albert Russell for making it through four spelling rounds! 
  
       Saturday, February 24th, 2018 was a busy day not just for STEM  
  field trips or county spelling competitions. It was also the day that  
  seventh grade math teacher, Ms. Smith took a group of select math  
  students to the “MathCounts” competition. Sixth graders, Andy  
  Glesmann, Kyle Jewell, Thalia Parker, and Chinmay Singh; seventh 
  graders, Jack Hampson,and Jai Patel; eighth graders, Siyu Chen,  
  Demilade Koyade, and Charu Singh competed against other Anne 
  Arundel Middle School students in order to compete at the State’s. 
  Sixth grader, Andy Glessman and eighth grader Charu Singh both  
  qualified to compete in the state’s competition. Congrats to you both! 
  
       Student News wants to give a big Shout Out to Ms. Chester’s  
  student musicians who have made All County Orchestra! These  
  students are Delaney Davis, Grace Fulgueras, Cary Gerhardt (who is 
  one of last year’s Student News PRIDE Students’), Abby Hoage,  
  Hayley Hudgins, Timi Olayinka, and Albert Russell. May you continue 
  on with your melodic talents. 
  
      Student News now shines the spotlight on our own Ms. Stoller’s 
  Dance Company. A select number of her dance students were invited 
  to take part in a master class on Wednesday, January 10th. The class 
  gave the dancers the opportunity to become familiar with the dance 
  style of the famous Radio City Music Hall Rockettes. The students 
  invited were Kylie Anderson, Shelia Ayala, Alexa Blount, Kendall Hahn, 
  Cyrah Liburd, Alaina Matos, Samantha Mullen, Mehlani Peyton,  
  Cheyenne Rider, Cailynn Sayler, Taylor Slacum, Wynter Taylor, Jordan 
  White, and Ariana Wilt. These select students will participate in the  
  upcoming spring performance.  
       The OMMS Dance Company have been learning STEP routines  
  from Ms. Baily Pinckney, daughter of Mrs. Jackson, OMMS’ own STEM 
  7 science teacher (who is also sponsor of the National Junior Honor  
  Society). We look forward to seeing them perform this Spring, as well.  
  
  
   
 



 

 OMMS 8th grade and STEM Administrator, 
 Mrs. C. Roser takes time out to talk to Student 
 News as she is working in her office. 
 

 Photo by C. Roser 
 Mrs. B. Derkatz and Mrs. C. Roser both sport 
 their Cat in the Hat characters, Thing 1 during 
Talent Showcase Night 2018.  . 
 

 Photo by L. Wooden 
 Assistant Principal Mrs. C. Roser, Testing  
 Coordinator, Mrs. Lupo, and Assistant Princi- 
 pal,  Mr. J. Striffler (who both portray Cat in 
the 
 Hat character, Thing 2) at the closing of the 
 Talent Showcase Night 2018. 
 

 
 OMMS Student News Shines a Spotlight on Asst.  

                      Principal, Mrs. Roser! 
 
  By Corthne Hamilton and Olivia Jones 
 
       OMMS Student News spent a Tuesday after school talking to our  
  Assistant Principal, Mrs. C. Roser. We asked Mrs. Roser, who is the  
  8th grade administer, the STEM administer, and co-administer of the 
  sixth grade. Having to wear so many hats, we were glad she had the 
  time to talk with us. We asked her a series of questions about her  
  likes, her about dislikes, and her personal life outside of these school 
  walls. Here goes the interview: 
     “What made you become a teacher?” 
  “I had an old boss, and he use to sell newspapers. I spent most of my 
  time training new people that were at work. Then I ended up getting 
  married, and I really didn’t need to work. So a co-worker suggested 
  that since I spent most of my time teaching everyone how to do the job 
  why didn’t I try teaching.  So, I started as a substitute teacher. My first 
  day working for my old fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Kanado, who was 
  now the assistant principal, said, “Hey, Mrs. Roser! Would you like a 
  teaching job for the rest of the?” “I said yes. Sure, that would be great. 
  So I did it for three months, and by the end of The year, the principal 
  liked me, and he helped me get a teaching job. He thought I would be 
  good at it so I started taking classes to get certified. And now here I 
  am.” 
  “Do you want to become a principal?” 
  “Yes, but not necessarily of Old Mill South. At another school. Mr.  
  Thomas is doing a great job.” 
  “Do you miss Mrs. Page?” 
  “Every principal is different, and I miss them all. I like them all.” 
  “Where did you before you worked here?” 
  “I was a science teacher at Marley Middle for seven years. I then be- 
  came the School Performance Coach. That means that I helped new 
    teachers for about five years. Then I became an assistant principal.” 
  “Do you speak any other languages?” 
  “I speak a little bit of Spanish. I understand more Spanish than 
  speaking it. I know words, but my speaking is pretty bad. I mess up all 
  the tenses  and stuff. But, I want to take a class because I want to do 
  conversational Spanish so I don’t sound so stupid when I say it out 
  loud.” 
  “Can you Dance?” 
  “Of course I can dance. My favorite is car dancing.” 
  “IPhone or Samsung?” 
  “IPhone all day!” 
  “Do you agree with the new IPhone X 10 Feature?” 
  “I haven’t seen the new phone.” 
  “What is your favorite food?” 
  “I like Mexican fajitas. They’re my favorite. I love them. I love all food.” 
      OMMS Student News thanks Mrs. Roser for taking the time to talk to 
  us. And thanks for all you do for us! 
  
 



 
 
 
 

 Photo by B. Faison 
One of the county science fair entries. 
 

 Photo by Brandon Faison 
 Zach McGrath sits with his project last fall as 
 he waits for it to be judged. 
 
 

 Photo by M. Hartman 
 OMMS STEM Department Chair, Marie Hart- 
 man and Retired Northrup Grumman Vice  
 President of Int’l Systems Division were a few 
 of the AA County judges who worked the 
 Engineering & Science Expo. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Old Mill Middle South Students Shock and Awe 
At this Spring’s County Science Fair 

 
  By Brandon Faison 
 

 
       This year’s AACPS All-County Engineering & Science 
  Expo was a big one. There were more than 400 entries on  
  display for judging!  
       Although the science fair was tough one, OMMS made  
  quite the showing for ourselves. Several of our own OMMS 
  students and STEM students took home First Place and 
  Honorable Mention awards. And two of our students received 
  special awards, seventh grader Madeline Hoot, and sixth 
  grader, Aubree Kirchner! Congratulations! Below you will find 
  a complete list of all our students that won:  
  
  Aaryn Brown “Hydroelectric Energy” Honorable Mention Grade Six 
                           Engineering Mechanics 
  Zach Conkey  “Electrolyte Challenge” First Place Grade Six Chemistry 
  Luke Doetschman “Muscle Memory through Free Throw Shooting” 
                                  Third Place Grade SIx Chemistry 
  Cecilia Hartford “The Best Babysitter” Honorable Mention Grade Six 
                              Behavioral and Social Sciences 
  Colby Heinrich and Jack Pumphrey “Bridge Design: Is it Important?” 
                              First Place Grade Six Engineering Mechanics 
  Madeline Hoot   “The Effect of CaCO3 on the Potential of Hydrogen” 
                              First Place Grade Seven Environmental Science 
                              *Broadcom MASTERS Outstanding Middle School 
                              Project Award  
  Aubree Kirchner “What Materials Help to Prevent Soil Erosion?”  
                               First Place Grade Six Earth and Astronomy 
                               *Broadcom MASTERS Outstanding Middle School 
                               Project Award 
                               Society of Women Engineers Promising Engineer 
                               Award. 
  Zachary McGrath “Electrolytic Etching” First Place Grade Seven 
                                Chemistry 
  Mike Mentley  “Parachutes: Test Before You Leap”  Honorable  
                          Mention Grade Seven Engineering Mechanics 
  Will Mitchell  “Detecting and Measuring Solar Storms” Third Place 
                         Grade Six Earth and Astronomy 
  Jackson Upton  “Can You Hear Me Now?” First Place Grade Eight 
                              Energy: Physical 
 
 
 
 
 



Non-copyrighted Stock Photo. 
Bathroom stall graffiti. Not art. 
 
 

Non-copyrighted Stock Photo from Pexels. 
Graffiti found on the stairwell of Subway in New 
York City. Many people consider this to be art. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Photo by Ms. Darnall 
 The 7th Seventh grade Team Handball 
 Champions. Standing, left to right: Aden Town- 
 Send Sabur, Tyler Fulton, Tyler Koo, Nate  
 Makins, and Matt Bennett. Kneeling, L-R: 
 Ryan George, Nikolas Currey, Ethan Savage, 
 Eli Bowen. 
 
 
 

 
OMMS Student News Concerns: Bathroom Graffiti  

and Bathroom Behaviors  
  
  By Brenden Tolle,  
  Associated Editor of Student Concerns 
  
       In this issue the OMMS Student Concern article is about our bath- 
  rooms. For the majority of this 2017-2018 school year we students 
  have had the use of only one bathroom on each floor for each gender. 
  This means that there is an open girls bathroom and there is an open 
  bathroom for the boys on each floor. This because some of our fellow 
  students have used our bathrooms in very bad ways.  
       Students have flooded the bathrooms by stuffing paper towels 
  into the toilets and/or the sinks and leaving the water running.  
  Students have been writing disrespectful things about teachers, and 
  obscene things on the bathroom stalls and walls about other students.  
  This needs to stop because it’s a form of vandalism, which is defined as
  “Defacement of Public Property.” That means writing on the walls is 
  “Breaking the Law.” And really, it’s just not respectful of others. 
       The bathrooms have also been used to smoke both tobacco 
  cigarettes and E-cigarettes in. It is illegal for anyone under First of all, 
  no one under the age of eighteen is allowed to smoke. And it is illegal 
  for anyone to smoke on Anne Arundel County School property. Bottom 
  line, no one should smoke, especially kids!  
       If you have any student concerns, feel free to talk. See ya next 
  issue! 
 
 
 

  Let’s Talk About Our OMMS Clubs! 
 
 

  This issue features the OMMS Intramurals Club, the Go-Green Club, 
  and the Homework Club. 

 
 

OMMS Intramurals Club 
 

  By Toby Tolle 
  
       The Intramurals Club is sponsored by our own Ms. Darnall. Each 
  marking period a different grade level participates in Team Handball. 
  The first marking period it was the eighth graders with team being the  
  champions.  
        During the second marking period the 7th graders got to participate 
  in the seventh grade Team Handball Intramurals. Their champion team 
  was the South Dakota aka SD Bananas.  
        Now that it’s the third marking period it is the sixth graders. But, 
  we will have to wait until the next issue to find out who their team 
  handball champions will be. 
 
 



 

 Photo by L. Wooden 
 Ms. Dantoni with her Go-Green Club and their 
 Christmas Poinsettia Tree. They were putting 
 The tree in the OMMS Media Center.  
  
  

  
 The Go-Green Club 

 
  By Ms. Wooden 
 
       Ms. Dantoni, our green-thumbed sixth grade science teacher, has 
  amassed quite the following on Thursday afternoons. Her Go Green 
  Club started off with only a few students, and now she has fourteen 
  active club members! 
      The club members help Ms. Dantoni to keep the school’s plants 
  healthy, first of all. Then the students work with Ms.Dantoni in making 
  the outside of our complex stay green and healthy. They will start  
  working on a composting pen in April 2018, when the winter weather 
  breaks. And they will also begin analyzing the trees on the OMMS 
  complex.  
       OMMS Student News says, “Kudos to Ms. Dantoni for keeping us a 
  “Green” School!” 
  

 

 

  OMMS Students! Now we all can Rock the STEM shirt! 

  

        

 

Shirts are $15 dollars (includes tax), and are black with either a Neon 
green design or a Pink design. Sizes range from Adult sizes small, medium, 

large, and X-large. The cost of the shirts includes tax. Payment can be 
cash or check (Checks are made out to OMMS STEM). We also have 
string bags for $5 which are perfect to carry lunches or small personal 
items.  See Mrs. Hartman for yours today! 




